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2ONE PARLIAMENT IN MANY PLACES
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IMPORTANT EU TREATIES

• 1952* Treaty of Paris (European Coal and 

Steel Community)

• 1958 Treaty of Rome

• European Economic Area (EEC)

• European Atomic Energy Community 

(EURATOM)

• 1987 Single European Act (SEA) 

• 1993 Maastricht Treaty

• 1999 Treaty of Amsterdam

• 2003 Nice Treaty

• 2009 Treaty of Lisbon
*Entry into force
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4THE EUROPEAN UNION

Member states 28

Candidates 5
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5ENLARGEMENT: FROM 6 TO 28 MEMBERS

1952

1973

1981

1986

1995

2004

2007

2013
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6COMPLICATIONS...
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7

Budapest 1956
Prague 1968

Madrid 1981Athens 1973

Ukraine 2014-?
Yugoslavia 

1991-2001
Warszaw 1981
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8BREXIT – VIEW FROM ELSEWHERE



10

2016 VISITS AND SEMINARS UNIT

10EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS AND POWERS

LEGISLATIVE

EURO 

STABILITY

EXECUTIVE

LEGISLATIVE

STRATEGIC

AUDITJUDICIAL
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11KEY INSTITUTIONS

751 Members 

representing the

EUROPEAN CITIZENS

28 Commissioners 

representing the

EU INTEREST

28 Heads of states and 

28 Ministers 

representing the

MEMBER STATES
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12KEY PLAYERS

Jean-Claude Juncker Donald TuskMartin SchulzAntonio Tajani
Federica 

Mogherini

High 

Representative for 

Foreign Affairs 

and Security 

Policy

President of 

European Council

President of 

European Commission

President of 

European Parliament
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13EU COMPETENCES

Exclusive Shared Support

Custom 

union

Monetary 

policy (€ zone)              

Common 

commercial 

policy

Internal market

Social policy

Environment

Agriculture

Consumer protection

Transport

Energy

Research

Public health

Development 

cooperation

Culture

Tourism

Sport

Education

Youth
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14EU LAWS IN OUR LIFE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkiXAdJCdNE&list=UUMPaviJxybo1RTdzvYcU91A&index=21&feature=plpp_video
http://europa.eu/pol/ener/index_nl.htm
http://europarltv.europa.eu/nl/player.aspx?pid=30443670-4029-441a-8de9-a1bd0125802d
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8QAuML-yhc&list=PL076DFAC291E71024&index=3&feature=plpp_video
http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=58277238-570b-4725-b17b-9fe901294cee
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16EU BUDGET: TOTAL 2017

Source: European Commission
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17EUROPEAN AND MEMBER STATE BUDGETS (2014)

Combined 

Member State 

Budgets 

6211 bn

EU Budget 

144 bn

source: Eurostat

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20111107MUN30717/html/EU-budget-at-glance
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18MEMBER STATE

BUDGET 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

House of Commons, A guide to 

the EU budget

http://researchbriefings.parliame

nt.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summar

y/SN06455
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19MEMBER STATE

BUDGET 

CONTRIBUTIONS

PER CAPITA 

House of Commons, A guide to 

the EU budget

http://researchbriefings.parliame

nt.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summar

y/SN06455
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20UK BUDGET CONTRIBUTION - 2015

House of Commons, The UK’s contribution to the EU budget

http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7886

Note: The UK government received £2.8 billion from the EU  - however, the European Commission also provides 

other funding directly to UK organisations, often following a competitive process (research grants etc.). In recent 

years these funds have been worth around £1 billion - £1.5 billion to the UK.  
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21POWERS OF THE EP

International 
Agreements

Budget

Legislation

Parliamentary 

control

http://europarltv.europa.eu/nl/player.aspx?pid=47e596e6-3396-4694-a73b-a1a400fff00f
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22SEAT DISTRIBUTION 

751

Germany 96 Austria 18

France 74 Bulgaria 17

United Kingdom 73 Denmark 13

Italy 73 Finland 13

Spain 54 Slovakia 13

Poland 51 Croatia 11

Romania 32 Ireland 11

The Netherlands 26 Lithuania 11

Belgium 21 Latvia 8

Czech Republic 21 Slovenia 8

Greece 21 Estonia 6

Hungary 21 Cyprus 6

Portugal 21 Luxemburg 6

Sweden 20 Malta 6
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24EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 2014
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25POLITICAL GROUPS EPP European People’s
Party

S&D Progressive Alliance 

of Socialists and

Democrats 

ECR European 

Conservatives and 

Reformists

ALDE Alliance of Liberals 

and Democrats for 

Europe

GUE/

NGL

European United 

Left/ Nordic Green 

Left

Greens/ 

EFA

Greens/ European 

Free Alliance

EFDD Europe of Freedom 

and Direct

Democracy

ENF Europe of Nations 

and Freedom

N-A Non-attached

51

189

52
68

219

71

44

36
20

751
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26PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES

20

MEPs MEPs

AFET  Foreign Affairs 2 sub-committees: 

Human Rights + Security and Defence
71 TRAN Transport and  Tourism 49

DEVE Development 28 REGI Regional Development 43

INTA International Trade 41
AGRI Agriculture and Rural  

Development
45

BUDG Budgets 41 PECH Fisheries 25

CONT Budgetary Control 30 CULT Culture and Education 31

ECON Economic and Monetary Affairs 61 JURI Legal Affairs 25

EMPL Employment and Social Affairs 55
LIBE Civil Liberties, Justice   

and Home Affairs
60

ENVI Environment, Public Health and         

Food Safety
69 AFCO Constitutional Affairs 25

ITRE Industry, Research and Energy 67
FEMM Women’s Rights and 

Gender Equality
35

IMCO Internal Market and Consumer               

Protection
40 PETI Petitions 35
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27EP CALENDAR 2018

 Plenary meetings

 Committee

meetings

 Political group

meetings

 External activity
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28PLENARY CHAMBER
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29LANGUAGES WE USE

bg български fr français nl nederlands

es español ga gaeilge pl polski

cs čeština hr hrvatski pt português

da dansk it italiano ro română

de deutsch lv latviešu sk slovenčina

et eesti keel lt lietuvių kalba sl slovenščina

el ελληνικά hu magyar fi suomi

en english mt malti sv Svenska

Sign languages (according to MEP need)

http://europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=c70ef439-b3bf-4ae9-a514-9ee800a488ea
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30ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE

Right of initiative

1.

TRIALOGUES

2.

3.

Readings
1.

2.

3.

Conciliation Committee

National

Parliaments
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31HOW DOES A PROPOSAL START?

Right of initiative

• Commission’s programme

• Request by Council or European Parliament (“Legislative Own Initiative 

Report”)

• Citizens’ right of initiative

Proposal preparations

• Current legal and political framework

• Impact assessment and cost-benefit analysis

• Public consultation - link

• Stakeholder working groups

• (Lobbying)

Proposal sent – “Communication” – e.g. COM(2016) 123

1
8
+

 m
o
n
th

s

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/index_en.htm
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32

Commission
proposal

EP

Committee A
(draft report)

Committee B
(draft opinion)

Committee C
(draft opinion)

Amendments

Amendments Amendments

Final opinion

Final report

Amendments
to the Plenary 

Adopted text

Final opinion

LEGISLATIVE WORKFLOW
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33IN PRACTICE - ECALL

Type-approval requirements for the deployment of the eCall in-

vehicle system based on the 112 service

Legislative Observatory - link

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0165(COD)&l=en
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35BREXIT – ARTICLE 50, TREATY OF EUROPEAN UNION

Article 50 summary

• “notify the European Council of its intention”

• “in accordance with its own constitutional 

requirements”

• “taking account of the framework for its future 

relationship with the Union”

Agreement on the arrangements for its withdrawal –

2 years (“extendable”)

Agreement concluded on behalf of the 

Union by the Council, acting by a 

qualified majority, after obtaining the 

consent of the European Parliament.
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36BREXIT TIMELINE

Start – Article 50 triggered – 29 March 2017

European Parliament resolution – 5 April 2017

European Council (EU27) – negotiating guidelines – 29 April 2017

Negotiations 

Agreement reached? Sent to UK Parliament, European Parliament –

x? months needed? European Council qualified majority

UK leaves EU – 29 March 2019 (NB: extension/transition/earlier agreement)
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37EP RESOLUTION OF 5 APRIL – KEY POINTS I

516 votes in favour, 133 against, 50 abstentions

• Equal and fair treatment for EU citizens living in the UK and British 

citizens living in the EU

• UK remains an EU member until its official departure - rights + 

obligations, including financial commitments which may run beyond 

the withdrawal date

• No limit to freedom of movement before UK leaves EU

• No trade-off between security and the future EU-UK economic 

relationship

• No cherry picking or piecemeal economic relationship based on 

sector-specific deals
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38EP RESOLUTION OF 5 APRIL – KEY POINTS II

• Indivisibility of the four freedoms of the single market

• Only when “substantial progress” has been made in talks on how 

the UK is to leave the EU can discussions begin on possible 

transitional arrangements - which would last no longer than three 

years

• Agreement on a future relationship can only be concluded once the 

UK has left the EU

• Commitment to the Northern Ireland peace process and avoiding a 

hard border - a priority

• Breach of EU law for the UK to negotiate trade agreements with 

third countries before leaving the EU

• Warns against the UK engaging in bilateral talks with one or some 

EU member states on the withdrawal proceedings or the EU-UK 

future relationship.
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39BREXIT – KEY EU PEOPLE

Michel Barnier – European Commission

• former EU Internal Market Commissioner 

• centre-right French foreign and agriculture minister 

• technical side of negotiations

Guy Verhoftsadt - European Parliament

• ALDE leader

• former Belgian Prime Minister

• reports to EP on negotiations

• helps coordinate EP positions
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40
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/infographic_on_the_eu_backstop_proposal.pdf
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44BREXIT – CHALLENGES (UNOFFICIAL)
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45BREXIT – CHALLENGES (UNOFFICIAL)

Political

Consensus on what UK wants!

Practical

UK civil service 20% smaller than 2010

Expansion of civil servants? Implementation and now policy?

What needs replacing, and how? Disentangle British laws from EU ones 
(12,295 EU regulations, source: The Economist)

Number of experienced trade negotiators (EU – 600, Canada – 300, UK – 20
source: The Economist)

• Retired (?) or EU personnel (32 source: The Economist)

• Australia, New Zealand...

• Consultancies (KPMG, Goldman Sachs...), business    (but conflict of 
interest?)

Replace 50+ trade deals? EU first? Or USA/Australia...?
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46EU FREE TRADE DEALS
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47BREXIT – VIEW FROM ELSEWHERE
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48BREXIT & THE UK ECONOMY

Financial Times, 18 December 2017 – The real price of BREXIT starts to emerge

https://www.ft.com/content/e3b29230-db5f-11e7-a039-c64b1c09b482
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49BREXIT & THE UK ECONOMY
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50BREXIT & THE UK ECONOMY
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51EUROMYTHS, FAKE NEWS, CREDIT AND BLAME ...

euromyth - exaggerated or invented stories about the European 

Union and the activities of its institutions, such as purportedly 

nonsensical EU legislation

Commission Blog

EU vs Disinfo

https://blogs.ec.europa.eu/ECintheUK/euromyths-a-z-index/
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/disinformation-cases/?text=Latvia&disinfo_issue=&date=
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52EUROMYTHS – COURT OF AUDITORS

Two opinions – accurate and reliable? Free from error?

Accurate and reliable – yes since 2007 (qualified before)

Free from error? Pre-2016 – qualified

2016 – yes (i.e. error>2%)

Error ≠ fraud (fraud estimated at 0.2% - OLAF)

Member States are responsible for managing 80% of EU funds

Recovery of funds by Commission/OLAF

https://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/auditinbrief-2016/auditinbrief-2016-EN.pdf
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54INTERNSHIPS (PAID)

European Parliament

Link

Application: 15 Aug – 15 Oct

Traineeship: 1 Mar – 31 Jul 

Application : 15 Mar – 15 May

Traineeship : 1 October – 28/29 Feb

European Commission

Including agencies etc.

Link

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/20150201PVL00047/Traineeships
https://ec.europa.eu/stages/
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55INTERESTING LINKS

EU factsheet – link

EP TV – link

EU budget explained - link

EU Transparency Register (lobbyists) – link

BREXIT Commission homepage - link

BREXIT preparedness notices (Commission) – link

BREXIT – UK government no deal preparations - link

BREXIT negotiating guidelines (Council) - link

VoteWatch Europe – link

Commission euromyths Blog - link

EU vs disinfo – link

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2017)599256
https://www.google.be/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjym4r5r7TaAhULbFAKHWCCDPEQFggvMAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europarltv.europa.eu%2F&usg=AOvVaw3i4iSifH0x3jk-jbmDIY1W
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/explained/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/homePage.do
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/brexit-negotiations_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness/preparedness-notices_en
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-governments-preparations-for-a-no-deal-scenario
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-uk-after-referendum/
http://www.votewatch.eu/
https://blogs.ec.europa.eu/ECintheUK/euromyths-a-z-index/
https://euvsdisinfo.eu/disinformation-cases/?text=Latvia&disinfo_issue=&date=


thistimeimvoting.eu

thistimeimvoting.eu


PLEDGE TO VOTE &

SPREAD THE MESSAGE

Register here

http://www.thistimeimvoting.eu/?recruiter_id=17595
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Link

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/en/your-meps/european_elections/eligibility-to-vote-in-the-uk.html?fbclid=IwAR2qujURGtUtchBDZrcLYBdYZ_EH-tHQGA34h1WmZNyoAI8ewLn_NvBC4Ic#shadowbox/0/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/unitedkingdom/en/your-meps/european_elections/eligibility-to-vote-in-the-uk.html?fbclid=IwAR2qujURGtUtchBDZrcLYBdYZ_EH-tHQGA34h1WmZNyoAI8ewLn_NvBC4Ic#shadowbox/0/
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59STAY IN TOUCH !

www.europarl.europa.eu

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
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60

THANK YOU !
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61

MEPS IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Women in national parliaments vs European 

Parliament
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62
UK PARTIES IN THE EP
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SIZE OF POLITICAL GROUPS IN THE EP
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64EUROPEAN ELECTIONS - NATIONAL RULES


